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New Jersey Section

American Water Resources Association

PO Box 7814

West Trenton, NJ  08628

Draft Minutes of the February 13, 2007 NJ Section-AWRA Stream Restoration Workgroup
Attendees:

See attached list.

A.
Call to Order, Welcome, and Introductions

Kathy Hale called the meeting to order at 3:30 in the Somerset County Administration Building - Engineering Conference Room, Somerville, New Jersey. Kathy welcomed the group and each attendee then introduced himself or herself, including their affiliation.  

B.
Presentation: Overview of the Proposed Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules, Vince Mazzei, NJDEP

Vince Mazzei gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Proposed Flood Hazard Area Control Act Rules. Vince briefly summarized the history of the rules and flooding in New Jersey. Key proposed changes to the rules were summarized, including changes to regulated waters, regulated areas, regulated activities and permit requirements. Modifications to the riparian zone (called stream buffer in the existing rules) and flood storage displacement were also reviewed. Vince focused the rest of the presentation on the treatment of streambank stabilization projects within the proposed rules. 

A brief Q&A session followed the presentation.  Rick Axt, Trout Unlimited, asked if the proposed rules include mechanisms to streamline the permitting process   for non-profit organizations that implement stream restoration. Vince said that the proposed rules include permits by rule for small scale projects.  For larger scale projects, Vince recommended working closely with the agencies early in the process. 

Jeremiah Bergstrom, TRC/Omni Environmental, asked how the proposed rules affect projects that do not need a permit under the existing rules or projects that recently obtained permits under the existing rules.  Vince stated that 1) if the project already has an active Stream Encroachment permit, then the existing permit still holds, 2) if a Stream Encroachment permit is applied for and deemed administratively complete before the proposed rules are adopted, then the existing rules apply, and 3) if no permit is currently required under the existing rules but a permit would be required under the proposed rules, the project would not require a permit under the new rules if a final local building permit has been issued for the project prior to adoption of the proposed rules.

Linda Peterson, NRCS, asked if the propose rules require streambank stabilization projects to illustrate stream stability and appropriateness of the proposed stabilization measures. Vince stated that the rules would be released with a technical manual that provides guidance on appropriate measures for a range of stream conditions (i.e., velocities). The group discussed elements that the manual should include in order to effectively treat stream instabilities.  

Vince suggested that the group meet again to provide input on the technical manual. Kathy asked the individuals to email her if they were interested in being a part of the subcommittee that would work with Vince to develop the manual.

C.
RBWA Riparian Workgroup Update

Kathy Hale gave an update on the RBWA Riparian Workgroup. The draft RBWA Workgroup paper on stream assessment protocols is under development and will be distributed for review in the summer. 

D.
2007 Leadership

Kathy Hale distributed a list of the current committee leaders and the proposed leaders. The Southern New Jersey Regional Director position currently is open and no one is proposed for 2007.  Kathy asked the group for volunteers or recruits for this position. Kathy asked that any individuals interested in a leadership for position in 2007 email her.   

E.
Date, Place, Agenda for Next Meetings and/or Field Trips

The group discussed the following potential field trips and presentations.  The Restore Our Streams Workshop is scheduled for March.  Potential schedule will be a meeting at the end of April and a field trip in early June.

Restore Our Streams Workshop @ Pursel Dam Restoration Project, Lopatcong Creek – March 27th

Kathy announced to the group that the Stream Restoration Committee, in conjunction with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the NJ Association for Flood Management, is hosting a Restore our Streams Workshop. Kathy and Christine Hall, NRCS, provided background on the project and described the workshop. The workshop is limited to NJ-AWRA and NJAFM members for insurance purposes.  The registration form was distributed and is available on the NJAWRA website.

Other potential field trips discussed include:

· SBMWA Pike Run project

The SBMWA Pike Run project will be under construction in the spring.  The group will organize a trip to see the site during this time and possibly participate in planting efforts.

· Teaneck – Wetland Restoration and Passive Recreation
A stormwater outlet at the upstream extent of the project is causing bank erosion. Jeremiah Bergstrom suggested the group take a trip to the site and discuss potential restoration measures.

· Musconetcong Dam Removal

Rick Axt suggested that the group visit the Grundike dam removal site in Hackettstown both before the project is implemented and following removal of the dam. 

· Delaware River Keeper

Dick Albert is just starting a project in South Jersey with 319(h) funding.  Kathy will contact him regarding a site visit.

· Walnut Brook

Christine Hall suggested visiting the Walnut Brook project.  That site was the location of the last “Restore our Streams” workshop in 2005.  An area of stream was stabilized during  the workshop.  NRCS, NJRC&D and Raritan Township have received additional funding to do wetland and stream restoration.

Potential Presentations

Kathy suggested potential presentations for future meetings such as:

· Jen Brunton – Morgan Creek project:  CSI

· PA’s Keystone Stream Team

· DE Estuary - Riparian Forest Community Classification and Identification Report

· “Wetlands Biological Indicators for New Jersey Case Study: Forested Riparian Wetlands in the Highlands of New Jersey” – Colleen Hatfield

· Bill Honachefsky – Stressor Indicator Study

· Fish passage & stream restoration – NOAA??

· Use of reference reaches

· Use of regional curves

F.
Other Business

American Rivers Regulatory Roundtable

Kathy told the group about American River’s effort to organize a regulatory roundtable in New Jersey. Invitees to this roundtable would include NJDEP staff and professionals in the field. American Rivers is currently seeking funding for this effort.  Kathy will notify the group as plans develop.

Regional Curves

Kathy presented the idea that the group collectively work on developing a regional curve for New Jersey.  Kathy, Jennifer Brunton, Rich Bolton and Linda Peterson met with USGS to preliminarily discuss developing a regional curve for the state in the summer of 2006.  Linda suggested that we focus or initial efforts on data gathering and analysis that can be done in the office. Kathy mentioned that Rich Bolton has started this effort for the Highlands region.  It was discussed that the regional curve should be focused on a narrow region initially and then expanded to the rest of the state. A meeting will be scheduled soon.

G.
 Announcements

Dues are Due

Kathy announced that 2007 membership dues were due.  John Finkeldie, the newly elected treasurer of the NJ-AWRA section, told the group that they could hand him checks today if they had them or to send them to the PO box listed on the membership application.

Aquaduct Articles Due March 1  

Kathy asked the group to contribute to the Aquaduct. Topics could include on-going or future projects or individual accomplishments.  Email your articles to Kathy by March 1.

MAC – September 19-21, 2007 “Green Opportunities for a Blue Resource:  An Economic Perspective, hosted by DEAWRA

Kathy announced the AWRA Mid-Atlantic Regions next conference, which will be hosted by the newly formed Delaware section. The call for abstracts has been released.  If you would like to submit an abstract but need more time to develop one, you should contact DEAWRA and ask for an extension.

H.
Wrapup & Next Steps

Kathy Hale thanked everyone for coming. Our next scheduled event is the Restore Our Streams Workshop at the Pursel Dam Restoration Project, Lopatcong Creek on March 27th.  An announcement of the next meeting with presentation will be sent to the group in the coming weeks.  The meeting with Vince Mazzei regarding the technical manual will be announced once it is scheduled.

G.
Adjournment 

Kathy adjourned the meeting at 5:30 pm. 
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