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American Water Resources Association

PO Box 7814

West Trenton, NJ  08628
NJ Section-AWRA Stream Restoration Committee

Draft Meeting Minutes

February 7, 2006
Attendees:

Kathy Hale (NJWSA), Karen Appell (Louis Berger Group), Marit Larson (NYC Parks), Benjamin Witherell (Montclair University), Shandar Szalay (FX Browne), Tali Engoltz (NJDEP), Michele Bakacs (NJDEP), Paul Hartelius (NJ American Water Co.), Erik Silldorff (Princeton Hydro)

A.
Call to Order to Welcome, and Introductions

Kathy Hale called the meeting to order at 2:30 in the Somerset County Administrative Bldg, Somerville, NJ  

B.        Minutes

The draft minutes of the December 12, 2006 meeting were introduced by Kathy Hale and approved without comment.
C.
Presentation

Marit Larson of NYC Parks, Natural Resources Group was introduced and gave a presentation titled, “Urban stream rehabilitation: Approaches to meeting physical function and habitat objectives.” Marit began by stating that though she works throughout the City her presentation will focus on the Bronx. She quickly reviewed the important components of a Fluvial Geomorphic Assessment that include stream position in the watershed, reach morphology, hydraulic geometry-regional curves, and the sediment regime. The objectives of the urban stream rehabilitation are channel stability, energy dissipation, vegetative growth, and habitat development. The constraints, especially on an urban system, are channelization, dams and development, bank armoring, invasives, and solid debris and wastes. Marit presented a couple case studies to demonstrate these problems and the approaches to rehabilitation. Often the problems were similar: uniform streambed, low habitat diversity, high flows, conflicting uses, and a disconnect between the channel and the floodplain. The approaches included adding structures, bioengineering, placement of large woody debris, and grade control. Work also includes planting dense assemblages of plants, building boardwalks for access, and creating rock spurs. The price range for this work is from $50 to $500 per linear foot. 

The presentation was followed by questions specifically concerning the quantification of objectives and targets such as riparian width, water quality, and fish numbers and diversity. Marit pointed out that these were often difficult to assess and target due to the nature of the area and surrounding landscape. However, the Group is often required to do post-development monitoring so they are making an effort to establish these numbers and to gauge success.

D.
Mid-Atlantic NJAWRA Conference 2006

Kathy Hale provided a brief update on the MAC Conference. Abstracts have been received and reviewed. Authors will be notified of the status of their abstract/presentation in March. Field trips and tours are being planned and include bike rides, canoe trips, hikes, fly-fishing demonstrations, water quality measurement techniques, and stream invertebrate identifications. The brochure will be printed soon and distributed in March. Registration should begin shortly thereafter.

E.
Raritan Basin Watershed Alliance – Technical Assistance

Kathy Hale provided some background on the Raritan Basin Watershed Alliance and their riparian restoration initiative. The NJ Section-AWRA Stream Restoration Committee is helping with some of the technical issues. So far they have collected information on about 75 methods for conducting stream inventories and assessments. They are in the process of developing criteria for evaluating them. The goal is to develop a recommendation document indicating the best and most appropriate methods for use in the Raritan ranging from the fairly simple and easy to the more detailed and comprehensive. The initial results will be presented at the MAC conference. The Workgroup is meeting next week.

F.  Nominations and Elections 

Kathy Hale pointed out that the time for nominations and elections of officers for this Committee is fast approaching. Kathy Hale will send out an email with more information including position titles and roles. One goal for the Committee is to increase outreach efforts especially by the regional representatives.

G.  Date, Place, Agenda for next meeting

It was pointed out that in the minutes from the previous meeting Tali Engoltz and Rick Axt were going to look into a Brownfields to Greenfields-themed meeting with possible field trip. Tali promised to do that within the next couple weeks. It was proposed to have an April field trip to the Edison Wetlands if possible. Proposed dates for future meetings/fieldtrips are April 18th and July 17th. At this point however, these are still tentative.

H.
Announcements and Other Business

· June 14-16, 2006:  MAC 2006 “Stream Restoration & Protection in the Mid-Atlantic Region

I.
Meeting Adjourned

The meeting was quickly adjourned at 4:05.
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