Stream Restoration Workgroup – Potential Roles
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· Information exchange 

· Master List of restored sites

· Master list of sites needing restoration

· Trainings for different groups – e.g. municipal engineers, watershed association volunteers, professionals

· How to structure grants – such as including maintenance and monitoring.

· Bring partners together – resources and funding.

· Gap analysis of information needs for improved project success
· Development of New Information/Modification of Existing Information to NJ

· Stream Assessment techniques for different groups – professionals and watershed organization volunteers.

· Toolbox of assessment methods to use to identify and prioritize sites needing restoration.

· Summary of restoration methods used in NJ and other states

· NJ reference reach information

· NJ regional curves

· Toolbox of restoration techniques appropriate for NJ landscapes.  Create natural channel design guidelines for New Jersey's BMP manual.  Where to use bioengineering, where to use natural channel design, where to use structural techniques.  What to do in urban areas.

· Relationship of physical, chemical and biological restoration

· Maintenance needs for projects

· Evaluation techniques

· Monitoring techniques – standardize so can compare projects.

· Relationship of stream restoration to other disciplines – land use planning, stormwater.

· Data sources:  mapping – GIS data, funding, partners.

· Methods of public involvement

· Information Source/Repository

· Certifying excavation contractors able to successfully install instream structures,

· Improving RFPs

· Project implementation resources for volunteers and experts.

· Create a pool of peer reviewers for  restoration projects.

· Construct a web site for exchange of all of the above information.

· Produce interagency and interdisciplinary publications.

· Mapping of current and future projects – web based

· Before and after photos of projects

· Procedural Improvements to Stream Restoration

· Streamlining the permit review process for different kinds of restoration measures.  E.g.  Tier A stormwater permits – permit to fixing scour is way too much for scale of project. 

· Amending existing mitigation regulations for state open water impacts from a per acre basis to a per linear foot of stream impacted. On USACE- NYD’s Green Brook Flood Control Project, NJDEP is providing mitigation credit on a linear foot basis for stream restoration.
· Identify and overcome the biggest roadblocks in NJ rules to implementation of design alternatives.  Overcoming such roadblocks would involve using technically sound arguments to convince permit writers that natural channel design methods are safe and sound.

· Overcoming regulatory disconnects.

· Make recommendations to state agencies on ways to restore streams, improve habitat conditions, and provide fish passage while meeting safety and infrastructure protection needs (particularly for NJDOT stream crossings).


· Review typical costs of different kinds of restoration approaches - critical to the state grant providers' ability to make sufficient funds available for successful stream restoration.
  
