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American Water Resources Association

PO Box 7814

West Trenton, NJ  08628

NJ Section-AWRA Stream Restoration Committee 

Draft Meeting Minutes

December 12, 2005

Attendees:

Kathy Hale (NJWSA), Robin Dingle (EPC), Jeremiah Bergstrom (TRC Omni), Rick Axt (Trout Unlimited), Tali Engoltz (NJDEP), Paul Hartelius (NJ American Water Co.), Erik Silldorf (Princeton Hydro), Don Knesick (Pinelands Nursery), Michele Bakacs (NJDEP)

A.
Call to Order to Welcome, and Introductions

Kathy Hale called the meeting to order at 3:30 in the Somerset County Administration Building - Engineering Conference Room, Somerville, New Jersey.  

B.        Minutes
The draft minutes of the September 19, 2005 meeting were introduced by Kathy Hale and were approved.
C.
Mission Statement

Kathy Hale reviewed the Mission Statement with the group.  It was decided that “improve (enhance)” should be changed to “enhance” only.    Following that final revision, Kathy made a motion to finalize and accept the Mission Statement – Michelle Bakacs approved the motion and Tali Engoltz seconded the motion.

Final Mission Statement:

The NJ-AWRA Stream Restoration Committee seeks to facilitate the dialogue among science, management, and engineering professionals to enhance the science and management of stream and riparian restoration in New Jersey through:

· formal and informal exchanges of information; 

· synthesis of relevant data pertaining to the process of stream restoration; 

· review and evaluation of existing (or current) methods for identifying potential sites, implementing restoration projects, and evaluating/monitoring results; 

· endorsement of new and innovative restoration techniques and policies; and 

· improved communication among its members, regulatory and other government officials, academic professionals, environmental professionals, environmental organizations, and others.
D.
Presentation

Jeremiah Bergstrom of TRC Omni Environmental presented the Watershed Management Area 3 Restoration Master Plan, a 319(h) grant that involved 3 years of work.  The following provides a brief summary of his very informative presentation:

· it involved a very diverse landscape, a number of different organizations (with different agendas and viewpoints), and a variety of environmental problems such as flooding and water supply.

· the goals of the Master Plan were to identify NPS impairments, encourage GIS use, develop a plan, promote BMPs and public education/involvement, and create demonstration projects.

· project tasks included 

· collecting and assessing existing data;

· developing assessment methodologies;

· conducting riparian corridor surveys (230 sites evaluated);

· developing GIS data layers;

· developing a Restoration Master Plan; and,

· implementing restoration activities.

· prioritization of the evaluated sites (230) required assessing the real potential of restoring the site based on funding, ecological sensitivity (critical features), accessibility, and a number of other criteria.

· the final deliverable was prepared in Dec 2003 and included the data sheets and photos, a report outlining the process, and a GIS database/coverage.  TRC compiled all the data and report into a user-friendly CD that had hot links throughout.

Group discussion following the presentation focused on the disbelief that the plan/report was not being used and that other groups may not be aware that the data exists.   

E.
Mid-Atlantic NJAWRA Conference 2006

Kathy provided the group with an update of the Mid-Atlantic Conference planning committee’s progress to date.  She indicated that they are expecting 75-100 people will attend.  The conference will include a number of different field trips/tours (canoeing, hiking, biking, fly fishing demo, macroinvertebrate class, etc.).

Kathy informed the group that abstracts are due January 15th and she encouraged the group to actively participate in the MAC and submit abstracts as soon as possible.  Kathy provided the group with two hand-outs:

· Preliminary Conference Announcement and Call for Abstracts and Exhibitors – identifies  the preliminary conference agenda and activities; clearly outlines the requirements and process for submitting an abstract; identifies the different levels of sponsorship and commercial/corporate/non-profit exhibitors; and provides the conference location and lodging information

· Invitation to Apply to Become a “Cooperating Organization” – explains the role of a cooperating organization and how their effort will be recognized.  Kathy asked everyone to distribute copies to organizations that might be interested.

F.
Raritan Basin Watershed Alliance – Technical Assistance

Kathy presented a brief summary of the progress the technical group has made on their work for the Alliance. to date.  Specifically, the group has prepared a preliminary list of different inventory methods available and is in the process of generating a list of criteria to review and assess the various methods.

She indicated that the advisory group has been very productive, and hopes that they (someone in the group) will have the time to produce a paper/poster for the upcoming Mid-Atlantic Conference. 

G.
Announcements and Other Business

Kathy reminded everyone that there are several very interesting and informative events and workshops coming up this fall.

· NJ AWRA Board meeting – December 16, 2005

· Abstracts due for MAC – January 15, 2005

· Mid- Atlantic Conference – June 14-16, 2006….Plan ahead and mark your calendars! 

· “Doing Restoration Right: Putting the Plan into Practice” – January 10, 2006 (www.ser.org/pdf/SER_Mid-Atlantic.pdf )

· RiverMorph Webinar Training (Kathy is still working on a possible date)

· “Charting a New Course: Shaping Solutions for the Coasts” – May 14-17, 2006 (www.thecoastalsociety.org/conference/tcs20/index.html )

The group discussed several potential presentations and field trips for future meetings.  

· Rick Axt suggested a “Brownfields to Greenways” theme with field trips – Rick Axt and Tali Engoltz volunteered to look into this further.

· Michelle  Bakacs volunteered to ask Marit Larson to make a presentation about her urban restoration efforts along the Bronx River.

· Robin Dingle indicated that Dr. Peter Brussock would be willing to present a summary of the Rosgen Classification System (Levels 1 and 2) sometime in the late spring or summer months.

H.
Wrap-up and Next Steps

Kathy Hale thanked everyone for coming and again encouraged everyone to submit an abstract for the Mid-Atlantic Conference.  
The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm by Kathy Hale.  The next meeting will be held on February 7th at 2:30 in the Somerset County Administration Building - Engineering Conference Room, Somerville, New Jersey.
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